
Biodiversity. Future theme issues will include

Tourism and Heritage Cuisines, Heritage Tour-

ism in the Caribbean, Heritage Tourism and the

Mexican Borderlands, Intangible Heritage, Sport

Heritage, and Heritage and Geopolitics.

Cross-References

▶Heritage Tourism and the Marketplace

▶ Sustainable Cultural Tourism Policies:

Overview

▶Tourism, Archaeology, and Ethics: A Case

Study in the Rupununi Region of Guyana
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Basic Information

The Journal of Human Evolution, known to all

paleoanthropologists as JHE, is the leading

technical outlet for articles and news notes in

human and nonhuman primate evolution, Paleo-

lithic archaeology, and geochronological, tapho-

nomic, and faunal studies related to those topics.

It was founded in 1972 by Brunetto Chiarelli of

the Anthropological Institute at the University of

Florence, Italy. He produced 14 volumes through

the end of 1985, with a wide view of “human

evolution” including most of physical anthropol-

ogy and some allied disciplines. A laxity of the

reviewing process among other factors led Aca-

demic Press, which actually owned the journal

(as does its successor Elsevier), to seek new

editors.

Peter Andrews (London) and Eric Delson

(New York) reorganized JHE, adding a new

board of Associate Editors with the express plan

that they would coordinate review of all standard

submissions (other than brief notes and book

reviews), combining three external reviews with

their own comments for final decision by an editor.

New manuscripts began to be received in Decem-

ber 1985, and after two issues of papers accepted

by Chiarelli, the first issue under the new editor-

ship appeared as volume 15, number 3, with

a cover date of March 1986. Unfortunately, in

part due to the unavailability of most manuscripts

submitted to the previous editor, this issue actually

was published near the end of 1986, and with no

backlog of submitted papers to draw on, publica-

tion dates were delayed. This anachronistic situa-

tion persisted for several years, so that each article

actually contained the month of publication (as

well as dates of article submission and accep-

tance), through late 1988, when the September

1988 issue appeared that month. In the meantime,

Chiarelli started a competing journal,Human Evo-

lution, which never made much headway and

appears to have ceased publication now.

JHE continued to expand in popularity, even-

tually moving to 12 issues per year in 2 volumes,

with 700–800 pages each. Numerous special

issues have appeared, beginning with one in the

December 1986 issue (published September 1987)

drawn from contributions to a conference in honor

of Desmond Clark (guest edited by J. W. K. Harris
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and John Yellen); others have covered such topics

as primate systematics and evolution (from an

early meeting of the Willi Hennig Society), pri-

mate locomotor evolution, several on behavioral

ecology and/or paleontology of various primate

groups, site-focused issues such as those on

Atapuerca and the Turkish Miocene site of

Pasalar, the Homo floresiensismaterial, “Paleoan-

thropology Meets Primatology,” and most

recently (August 2012) “Five Decades after

Zinjanthropus and Homo habilis: Landscape

Paleoanthropology of Plio-Pleistocene Olduvai

Gorge, Tanzania”.

The pattern of two coeditors has been retained

since 1986, with a retiring editor remaining “in

harness” for a final year to complete production

of articles she/he has handled. Following

Andrews and Delson, 7 additional editors have

served an average of 6 years, with the two current

(2011) editors in their 3rd and 1st year, respec-

tively. Following the tradition set by Delson and

Andrews, coeditors are often from the USA and

elsewhere, generally the UK, but currently the

editors are Canadian and American. The number

of Associate Editors (AEs) has risen from 26 to

37, in part due to the conscription of past editors

as permanent AEs; others are appointed for terms

of 3 years and often reappointed once. There

is a strong international flavor to the editorial

board, with AEs from the USA, UK, Canada,

Japan, South Korea, Israel, Germany, Spain,

Tanzania, and India.

Major Impact

The number of papers received has increased

steadily, with 220 submitted and 121 published

in 2011 (78 regular articles, the remainder

shorter News & Views and other items.)

The rejection rate is about 50 %, but JHE

has a tradition of working with authors to

assist revision so that many “rejected” articles

are actually published after reworking. The

average time to online publication is about

11 months. The majority of articles concern

Plio-Pleistocene hominins and archaeology, but

there is also strong representation from primate

anatomy, primate evolution, geology and related

fields, and the behavior of living primates.

About 50 % of published articles have

corresponding authors from North America and

36 % from Europe. At 4.08, the journal has the

highest 5-year impact factor of any journal in

anthropology, in the top third of all journals in

the evolutionary biology group. Numerous arti-

cles published in 2005–2008 have already been

cited over 60 times, and there were over 320,000

downloads of articles in 2011.

Cross-References

▶Evolutionary Anthropology: Issues, News, and

Reviews

Further Reading

Journal of Human Evolution. n.d. Available at: http://www.
journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-human-evolution/.
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Brief Definition of the Topic

The Journal of Material Culture is a peer-

reviewed publication that ranks highly in the

field of cultural studies (2011 Journal Citation

Reports 2012). Material Culture is a term used to

describe the physical components in cultural

studies. Objects made or modified through

human behavior are considered an important

source for archaeological interpretation. Knowl-

edge gained from the study of artifacts and their
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