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The later Pliocene cercopithecids from Taung,
probably associated with the holotype of
Australopithecus africanns , have long been
known. In 1953, K. . Oakley made a small
collection of 50 isolated teeth and about a dozen
posteranial fragments from local deposits Labeled
as "Hrdlicka's cave™ and "Block C of the Buxton
Limeworks". Morphological comparison and
multivariate analysis of dental measurements
indicate that the teeth are mainly Cercopithecus
(C. ct. wethiops), with 6 representing a colobine
about the size of Colobus guereza or Procolobus
badius. The postcrania are all identifiable as
Pupio hamadryas subsp., mostly smaller than
the South African P. 1. ursinus. No other taxa
are associated with this sample, and no precise
estimate of theirage is possibie, but their
apparently subfossilized state suggests placing
them within the later Pleistocene,

The presence of colobines at Taung indicates
that at some time during this interval, the local
environment was less arid than it is today or
than it probably was in the later liocene. We
suggest that the area was comprised of savanna
with (gallery?) forest parcels large enough to
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support at least a small population of colobines.
: This assumption is supported additionally by

! microwear analysis which indicates that the dict
composition of these southern colobines was
consistent with that of extant populations.

Abstracts, 63rd Annual Meeting, American Association
of Physical Aathropologists, Denver, April, 1994

American Journal of Plysical Anthropology, Supplement 18, pp. 59-60, 1994





