
BOOK REVIEWS 103 

Reference 

Kelley, Jo ( 1986). Sprcies recognition and sexual dimorphism in Proconsul and Rangwapithecu.s. J. hum. Ed. 15, 
461-495. 

Geologie de la Prbhistoire: Methodes, Techniques, Applications 
Edited by Jean-Claude Miskovsky (1987). Paris: GPopre (Association pour 1’Etude de 

1’Environnement Geologique de la Prthistoire). 1297 pp. 390 FF (+ FF 50 postage). ISBlV 

2-906553-00-X. 

This thick volume is a multidisciplinary attempt to bring together in one place a survey of 

all the ancillary fields of modern paleoanthropology. It does not treat either prehistoric 

archeology or human paleontology at all, which was a wise decision given the numerous 

texts in these areas and the range o?‘topics considered herein. Instead, as a project of the 

Association which sponsored it, the book aims to introduce students and researchers to the 

many lines of geological study that throw light on the age, environment and adaptations of 

early humans. Seventy-six French authors have contributed 74 chapters, entirely in 

French. Abstracts of each chapter appear in both French and English at the beginning of 

the book, and most (but for some reason not all) illustrations have English legends 

(sometimes just one phrase, for others the full paragraph). Editing control seems to have 

been only moderate, and there is some overlap of topics discussed in more than one section. 

The topics discussed are generally handled by specialists, although in several cases, the 

most likely author of a chapter (even among French workers) was not involved; this is 

presumably due to the use only of members of the Association. The volume covers such 

areas as Pleistocene and glacial geology, paleoclimatology and sedimcntology; techniques 

of prospecting for, collecting, conserving and cataloguing, geological, archeological and 

paleontological finds; an overview of paleontology palynology, microfossils, invertebrates 

and vertebrates, especially mammals; dating methods, including both correlational and 

calibrational approaches (most available methods are well reviewed); and analysis of the 

raw materials made into tools by prehistoric peoples. Taphonomy is mentioned only in 

passing in the chapters on large and small mammals: it is one of several topics that should 

have received more detailed treatment. The chapters vary widely in both detail and clarity, 

but most summarize their subject well and are generally up to date. The literature cited 

(following each chapter, not combined) is mainly French, but includes numerous citations 

in English and some in other European languages. There is a short glossary and a rather 

incomplete index. This will be a useful reference for Francophone students and some 

colleagues needing a quick update on specific topics. There is unfortunately no equivalent 

in English, but the variable level of the many articles makes it hard to recommend strongly 

to any specific audience. 
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